FLYING IN PARADISE

PARAGLIDING IN THE LAST FRONTIER
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Friends and wings fiving off 27
Mile Ridge in Thomgion Pass.

A frigid Fetruary fight
off Pepper Peck high
aborve Ekhutne Lake,

It's our nature, we Alaskans seern to head out of doors, not despite
the westher, but because of the weather and what it has to offer,
Deep wnow and penetrating cold are oftentimes conditions 10 ook
forward to for many locals

in 1992, | wis working in Denall Park for my se<ond summer seb-
son. There was 2 rumor that 3 guy was offering tandem flights on
a hanyg ghder by towing it behind a tnack from the Nenana arstrip.
Having always had wild dreams in mry youth of fiying like a bird,
| decided 1o drivie to Nenana with a couple of friends and see
we could get in the air. Indeod, there was 3 guy with 2 hang giider
attached to 2 truck. That tenminute flight wat exhlarating, and |
wiri hooked. After we landed the pilot started talking about anew
iport called paraghdng and pulled out  backpack fuull of fabeic and
3 pile of atrings. He explained you ¢an hike up & mountain with this
comraption and fly off. | was transfixed by the idea of free fight
and what the mountains of Alauka offered someons who had a
wing and was willing to hiue.

With little money in these days, the idea was put on the back burn-
er until the next year, when | could afford proper lessons and my
first wing, Paragliding was a dream ¢ome true. The equipment was
compact enough to it in 2 backpad | could hike up any mountain,
lay out the wing, and run off the side of a slope and Py back to
where | started hiling. This blossoming sport became one of my
maermtays when | ventured Into the Alaska wilderness and has re-
madred 30, for nearly 15 years,

in today's world, paragliding has become quite popular and the
equpment his improved dramatically from the early gos. Al
though Alasics n't necessanily 3 hotspot for paragiiding, due to
the iInclement weather, it I quite popular. The logal Anchorage
paraeding club, Arctic Airwaliers, bodits 50 active plots. Many
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Flying in Paradive

other places around the stale 250 havve plots InChuding Launching with friends off
Cirdwood, Farbanks, Junésu, Denall Park, Kenal, Seward, | ©f Flattop Mountain neor
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The time of year that sees the most pllots flying ks spring and early summer, when ther
mals are the most acthee and Woging long crosi-Countey Mightt i the name of the game
just lie eagles, pilots can hitch a rde with thermals to higher clevations and then hop
Frorm thermal 1o thenmal, cover 3 1ot of miled, and sty Solt for hours on end. One of rmy
favorme fighes b launching from Baidy, flying out to the Eagie River Nature Center, then
turning around, flying back, and lending where | took off. There i 2 certain shill set that
i involved to acomplish this, but for a non-motosized fight, it"s pretty compelling. The
Adraka state recond for distance b held by Alaskan Wil Brown, who launched from Pepper
Feak, nead Eklutng Lake, landing 67.9 milés and 5§ hours and £3 minutes Liter in Cureka
This wias a stunning Sight, to say the least.

Without a doubdt the flying in Alasks can be quite memorable, but part of the fun ls the
friends you make adong the way. And part of what makes Alarka 30d the people that
choode 1o live hece unigue, i that the fun doedn™t end when winter begins. There hinve
been a growing number of paraglider plots who congregate on weeends to hike and
FOMeTENes 34 up sNow Covindd peaks for the singudar thnll of fiying off. In many ways
the H-.m;_: I WIrET & much 33fer than any other time of year. Because of the cold, the akr
mass ks denser and less turbulent and friendlier to My in, Yith 3 lack of thermals and rising
air, each fight ends up being 2 "sled nde.” going from unch to the LI (landing 2one ),
in fairly short ordar, Flying over 3 winter wonderland & just a3 exhilarating, if not more
0, than iy other timeé of yéar, Even though the temperatures can often be a big chilly,
trying o stay warm b a small radeo® for the stunning views and the opportunity to fly in
this vast, beautiful widerness that we call Alinks, and hame. 8.
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