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A stellar day on a fancy cruise s|
heading across the Bering Strait to thtle

Diomede island.
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Jumbled ice blocks, one of several obstacles on
the walk across the Bering Strait to Big Diomede.

Looking down on the village of Little )

across the Bering Strait.

Diomede with Big Diomede/Russia just

rek to Little Diomede

The village of Little Diomede as viewed from the cruise ship on the Bering Strait.

It’s not easy to get to the tiny Alaska location;
the weather is difficult, the residents open and welcoming

BY TROY HENKELS
For the Telegraph Herald

wenty-five years ago 1
I quitmy9-to-5 corporate
jobin the Midwestand
leftfor Alaska. Iwas looking for
somethmg more out of! myhfe

toRussia. This also was a failed
expedition, this time due to
rescue boat breakdowns.

So, asyou canimagine,
gettingto Little Diomede, and
atleast partway across the
Strait, was' hngh onmylist.

Onarare nice day, Twaited

rkand
wearinga suitand tie every day.
Now, after 15 yearsin the
samejob, ag;un Ifeltmylife

in Wales for
toarriveand take me to the
Island. After several hours,
I was told the pilothada

had becom In I problem, turned
desperate need ofachange, around, returned to Nome
Iquitmy Monday through and was grounded. Parts had
Friday job in Alaska, for one tobe ordered and there would
that offered something quite notbe another flight until the
different. repairs were made.
Mynew job, based in My supervisor wanted me to
Nome, Alaska, isabigchange  stayin Wales forafew daysand
d chmor 1 seeif, by ck
ever expected. As a traveling mademanmely ‘manner.

telecom technician in remote

Solgotbusyvisiting old

Alaska, I could expl

Troy Henkels explores on Little Diomede.
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During summer, I've seen
herds ofhundreds of walrus
swimming through the strait,
while thelocal hunters dowhat
they canto feed the village.

Lastwinter, the three
miles of water between Little
Diomede and Big Diomede
froze enough forme to
make the trek to Russia’s Big
Diomede. Ihad todo thatin
afull-onwhiteoutblizzard,
soastonotbe noticed by the
Russian military, who have
abase thereand don'ttake
kindly tovisitors from the
Americanside.

Isuppose my experiences
with Little Diomede and the
Bering Strait are agood lesson
forme. Foryears, Iwanted and
tried to find my way across the
Bering Straitand only found
disappointmentand failure.

places thatIwould nevergetto  daysand was surprised to Itwas aplace Ihad longago
see otherwise. find out there were several given up on ever seeing. But
Oneday, outofthe blue, expeditions, aswellasafancy  longasldidnotpostanything  bo: d hi ive was to dwillingtoshare 1 dl
mybosstold me to catch /alesin  on social media aboutit. dowhateverThadtodo,toget  their cultureandlifestylewith  found myway there.
the helicopterand go to the the nextfew days. Iwas ecstaticand grabbed onthatisland.Ididn’tmention  me.It’san experienceI'll never Sometimes, it’s the days
village of Little Diomede. In Sure enough, the next day my gearand was quicklyputon  thatIwasalready on myway. forget. youwake up and don’texpect
i f the i i pofltalianand Russian ~ azodiacwith the Italian tourists Whata cool job thatlets me do Since that first, unexpected any!hmg to happen thatend
it'snotthy placeto uptotryto dshuttled th is kind of thi dgetpaid  tripfivey: go, I have b fthe most
reach. It's only 26 mil swim the thy i Litde i forit. backto Little Diomed d: yourlife.
mainland Alaska, butit’sright ~ Diomede to Big Diomede. ‘The momentIstepped on The hour cruise to Little times for my job. There always
onthe International Dateline Considering the weather, water  board I aglassof  Di but i i d exciting Henkels is Dubugs i d
dsi i d currents, it’s t d taken right beautiful. Arandom  things Two  a1985grad Wahlert
the Russian island of Big i the upscal for withatourist, winters ago, I had anarrow Catholic High School. He lives
Diomede. Later that thefancy  lunch.On rare : joyingthesolitude ofthe  misswithapolarbearthatwas  in Denali Park, Alaska. Read
Myemployer had been ise ship did sh ip, full of iful day, Isatoutside  topdeck, me ofhow i hool  about hi inthe TH
unsuccessfulin gettinga wealthy Italian tourists. on the deck, havinglunch smallaworlditreallyis. Tuns  inthe midstofa blizzard. I published book, “Life On The
technician onto Lhe island [or Wales ishardlyacruise with tourists fromaroundthe  outhewas from Davenport, walked right past him and [Edge,” and follow him at
several ion, butwhen world, insunshineandashort-  lowa,andajohn Deereretiree  didn’teven notice. www.TroyHenkels.com.
the worstweather on the planel aulhonueswou]d notletthe sleeved shirt — thesameas my dad, Pete,
andheli hip n Russian, Ofcourse, everyonethought ~ whoretired from the Dubuque
Getti Little Diomedei ise dis upwitha I plant. Although he didn'tknow Proud Sponsor of
notonly i also newplan inWales thatbeautiful, butlknewbetter. Dad, he did know of him. America’s River Festival
dangerous. togetatasteofthelocalnative  Theweatherin this partofthe Iwas taken by the
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towalk rew.Thadalotin ~ wind, was overwhel of i d i E|
to Russiaand back. Itwasa commonwithmanyofthem.  surreal, tosay theleast. invested in tryingto get across www.AmericasRiverFestival.com b
precarious endeavor, atbest. Most had spent considerable Afterlunch, the anchor it. k|
We didn’t makeit, butwe timein the: same polar mglons was raised, and we headed Fma].ly, Iwas ecstaticto be
didspend eight days on the asme: westacross the di Litde Dlomede 1
straitand rode ice floes with Greenland, Iceland and Tdhad gt i d  ended
the currentsand wind formore ~ Spitsbergen. questions; [ headed for the: top there, workmg, hiking: and
than 60 miles — in the wrong, Ilearned that they were deckwith the best viewand exploring.
direction. It dlesson  headis Little Diomede: reveled in my good fortune to Itremains one of the wildest
infutilityandareminderthat  thatafternoon. Ihalf-jokingly ~finally be crossing the Bering placesIhave ever been. GMC @
youcan'tfool Mother Nature.  asked ifI could hitcharidewith ~ Strait, and in such fashion. Theweatherisabsolutely CHEVROLET | PP WK | oy
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